Julia Woollams

Julia is a graphic designer and branding
consultant with over 25 years of industry
experience, having overseen projects both in
the UK and overseas.

After gaining a first-class BA Honours Graphic
Design degree at Central Saint Martins she
started her career as a designer for the
education team at BBC Worldwide, before
joining world-renowned branding agency
Johnson Banks where she honed her talent.

She formed 31% Wool to creatively solve problems for clients in
interesting and unusual ways, with a firm focus on rationale. The verbal
side of a project is as important to her as the visual side - the crossover
between design and strategy being paramount.

Julia co-founded and writes for the Croydonist, a cultural blog about the
South London borough of Croydon, and talks about all things creative in
the 31% Wool journal. She is also contributing author of ‘Graphic Design
for Everyone’ (published by DK, July 2019).

She has guest lectured on several design courses including Birmingham
City University, Central Saint Martins, Derby University, University of
West London and Croydon School of Art, and is currently a visiting
lecturer at Kingston School of Art, and external Examiner at London
Metropolitan University. She is a D&AD awarded member, and has
judged both the student and professional awards.

Making a positive social difference through design is a priority, therefore
her key projects are in the cultural, education and not-for-profit sectors.

Clients past and present include: Aguaconsult; Ambition Institute;
Anthony Nolan; Association of Anaesthetists; Bechdel Theatre;

Brighton Dome and Brighton Festival; Blackpool Pleasure Beach; British
Library; Cro Cro Land Festival; Dearnsdale Fruit; European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development; Growthcap Impact Advisory; Historic
Royal Palaces; Inventing Itineraries; King's College London; Livability;
Mozilla; Museum of Croydon; the NHS; Parc de la Villette (Paris); Raze
Collective; Save the Children; Science Museum; Sendai Observatory
(Japan); St David's; The National Archives; Think London; Trilogy
International; Tula Food; University of Cambridge; Unicef UK; V&A; West
Dean College of Arts & Conservation.

In her spare time, when she's not finding the next great place to
write about for the Croydonist, Julia volunteers as a support worker
for the charity Breast Cancer Now.

31percentwool.com

EDUCATION
Central Saint Martins

BA (Hons) Graphic Design
1st class honours, 1998-2001

Foundation in Art & Design
Distinction, 1997-1998

Warlingham School
4 A Levels, 1995-1997

CAREER EXPERIENCE

Graphic designer/branding consultant
31% Wool, 2017-present

Visiting lecturer
Kingston School of Art,
2017-present

Design director
Johnson Banks, 2015-2017

Co-founder and writer
Croydonist, 2016-present

Senior designer and team leader
Johnson Banks, 2005-2015

Designer
Johnson Banks, 2001-2005

Freelance designer
BBC Worldwide, 2000/2001

Designer (intern)
The Partners, 2000

Designer (intern)
BBC Worldwide, 2000

Library assistant
Caterham Valley Library, 1995-2000

PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENT
Speaker, Rye Here Rye Now, 2021

Judge, D&AD professional awards,
Writing for design category, 2017
D&AD awarded member, 2003-present
Speaker, Revival! (Eighth annual friends
of St Bride library conference),

London, 2009

NextNet, Design Council Mentor
pilot scheme, 2008

EDUCATIONAL INVOLVEMENT

External Examiner at London
Metropolitan University for BA Graphic
Design, 2024-present

Guest lecturer at Birmingham City
University, Central Saint Martins,
Chelsea College of Arts, Derby
University, Kingston School of Art,
Croydon School of Art, 2003-present

Speaker, D&AD New Blood pencil
panel, London, 2015

Speaker, Guest lecture series,
Central Saint Martins, 2014

Speaker, Graphic design foundation
conference, Central Saint Martins, 2014

D&AD New Blood portfolio surgery,
2014 + 2015

D&AD New Blood careers lecture, 2012

Speaker, Phil Baines’ annual Christmas
typography lecture, Central Saint
Martins, 2009

Judge, Bestin show prize,
Central Saint Martins, 2008 + 2013

External Assessor, Course Revalidation
of BA (Hons) Graphic Design, Central
Saint Martins, 2008 + 2010

Judge, D&AD student awards,
graphic design, 2007 + 2016

EXHIBITIONS

Centrale & Whitgift art trail, 2021
Secret 7 final show, 2020

100 Years of Graphic Communication
by Women at Central Saint Martins,
2016

Sign of the Times, Protein Gallery, 2015
What's your London, LDF, 2013

The Art of Lost Words, German Gym,
2009

26 Letters, British Library, 2004

Words and pictures, Creation Gallery,
Ginza, Japan, 2004

PUBLICATIONS
69% Chat blog, 2020-present
Croydonist blog, 2016-present

Logo Rhythm, by Jim K Davies & Jamie
Ellul, Counterprint, contributor, 2024

Who Cares, by Joe Barrell,
CharityCommes, contributor, 2020

Bugeye's Rock Pop Rambles podcast,

episode 27, 2020
Graphic Design for Everyone
DK Books, contributing author, 2019

100 voices For 100 Years podcast, 2018
D&AD annual, 2012, 2011, 2007, 2003
A-Z of visual ideas, Laurence King, 2011

Winning portfolios for graphic
designers, Page one, 2010

Johnson Banks, design and designers
series, Pyramyd editions, 2005
Foundations of art and design,
Laurence King, 2004

Work also featured in various print and
online magazines including: Creative
Review, Designboom, Design Week,
Etapes, Eye, Ultrabold, 2001-present

INTERVIEWS

Computer Arts,

Designer’s Eye View, 2016
https://youtu.be/AnSRvkWb_ro

The Design Jones, 2018
http://thedesignjones.co.uk/episodes/
julia-woollams/

AWARDS

2002-present:

Benchmark awards

2x award + 2x commendation

Brand impact awards

2x best in show award,

1x social impact award, 1x collaboration
award, 3x category award

D&AD awards

8x wood ‘pencil’

Design Week awards

1x award, 1x commended, 3x shortlisted


https://www.31percentwool.com/69percent-chat
https://www.31percentwool.com
https://www.31percentwool.com/post/croydon-art-trail
https://secret-7.com/gallery/2020/80
https://www.31percentwool.com/69percent-chat
https://www.croydonist.co.uk
https://www.counter-print.co.uk/products/logo-rhythm-band-logos-that-rocked-the-world
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Building-audience-centred-engagement-strategies-non-profit/dp/1838174206
https://shows.acast.com/bugeyes-rock-pop-rambles/episodes/storms-and-stardust
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Graphic-Design-Everyone-Understand-Building/dp/024134381X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2EKJSI1L4NFU6&keywords=graphic+design+for+everyone&qid=1569178312&s=gateway&sprefix=graphic+design+for+%2Caps%2C265&sr=8-1
http://www.100voicesfor100years.com/voice-of-the-day/2018/3/2/the-ambassador


